DOSAAF 


DOSAAF is the organizational sponsor of amateur 
Tau. oeSin ws thes USSR’. The acronym stands. for 
Vsesoyuznoye ordena Lenina i ordena Krasnogo 
Znameni dobrovol'noye obshchestvo sodeystviya 
armii, aviatsii i flotu, or All-Union Order of 
Lenin and Order of the Red Banner Voluntary 
Society .for Assistance to the Army, Air Force, 
and Navyl. “DOSAAF conducts military training 
For pre-draft-age youth and sponsors” sports, 
such as motorcyle-racing and amateur radio, that 
are considered to have military application. 


The Central Radio Club of the USSR Named After 
E. 7. Krenkel'? (Tsentral'nyy radioklub SSSR 
iments SEL Pe .MoKrenkelVa) ‘is “%itself  °a*"DOSAAF 
institution though it is seldom identified as 
such. DOSAAF, jointly with the Ministry of 
Communication of the USSR (Ministerstvo svyazi 
SSSR), publishes the monthly magazine RADIO and 
the DOSAAF Central Committee puts out’ the 
twice-weekly (Wednesdays and Sundays) newspaper 
SOVERSKIY PATRIOT. RADIO carries extensive news 
about amateur radio but is months out of date by 
the time readers get it; conversely SOVETSKIY 
PATRIOT carries considerably less amateur radio 
news but what there is is much more up to date. 


History. DOSAAF 's predecessor, OSOAVIAKHIM 
(Obshchestvo sodeystviya ODOTONES aviatsionnomy 
i khimicheskomu stroitil'stvu - Society for 


Assistance to Defense and to Aviation and 
Chemical Construction), was founded in 1927, In 
1948 OSOAVIAKHIM was split along service lines 
into three separate organizations called DOSARM, 
DOSAF, and DOSFLOT. In 1951 these were merged 
into a single organization, DOSAAF. 
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ah Li tne USSR ye decarationsnsueh’ asy thes Order 
of Lenin and the Order of the Red Banner 
may be awarded to institutions as well as 
to individuals. 


Au Ernst Teodorovich Krenkel' (1903 - 1971) 
was a famous Arctic explorer, philatelist, 
and radio amateur, who was awarded the 
right to use RAEM as his amateur call-sign 
in recognition of his feats as a radioman 
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